EUREC highlights 2015
NETWORKING AND POLICY INPUTS

• Organisation of two experts’ workshops.

• Joint proposal of EUREC and
ETPs on the structure and work
of energy ETIPs
The joint EUREC-ETPs consensus
was discussed with the European
Commission on 8 June in a meeting
between the EC and representatives
from EUREC and the European Technology Platforms (ETPs). Five main
messages were sent two days later,
with a full-length paper (available on
the EUREC website) being sent to
the EC and national delegates to the
SET Plan Steering Group on 31 August
2015. The final paper was signed by
the ETPs EU PV TP, RHC-Platform,
EBTP and ETP-Smart Grids, as well
as EUREC.

• EUREC-RE Industry position on
energy governance
EUREC and the European renewable
energy industry associations welcomed the European Commission’s
February 2015 Energy Union package1, which sent a positive signal
on the need to move away from a
fossil-fuel based energy system. In
a position paper (available on the
EUREC website), the organisations
pointed-out essential building blocks
for such a governance system to
deliver the 2030 renewable energy
target cost-effectively.

The spring experts’ workshop took place on
17th May 2015 at the premises of Hanze
University of Applied Sciences in Groningen (NL) and was dedicated to “Ways of
balancing decentralised energy supply”.
The autumn workshop took place on 3rd
December 2015 in Brussels and was dedicated to mid-term review of HORIZON2020
and shaping future research priorities in
the area of renewable energies and related
technologies. Both workshops were unique
opportunities for EUREC members to exchange on ongoing projects and initiatives
related to renewable energies.
• Participation to the 7th European
Innovation Summit.
EUREC’s Vice-President, Rainer Janssen,
presented the key policy topics currently
on the association’s agenda. As a panellist
in the parallel event ‘Energy Union – The
remaining challenges’, Rainer presented
EUREC’s recent efforts in bringing together
the European Technology Platforms within
the new governance structure of the SETPlan as well as the idea of a European Innovation Council as a new facility supporting
innovation alongside the EU.
Rainer also promoted the key role to be
played by renewable energy in the transformation of Europe’s Energy system,
mentioning that research and innovation
are needed in all RE technologies.

EUREC’s Vice-President,
Rainer Janssen speaking
at the 7th European
Innovation Summit

The panel was chaired by MEP Jerzy Buzek,
ITRE Committee’s Chair and former President of the EP.

EU CO-FUNDED PROJECTS:
INVOLVEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT
The involvement of EUREC in EU co-funded projects aims
at ensuring the broader representation of the renewable
energy scientific community in strategic topics. EUREC
has been developing in-house expertise to support
communication and dissemination activities, as well as
coordination activities. EUREC‘s projects in 2015 were:
• European Technology
and Innovation Platform
on Renewable Heating
and Cooling
www.rhc-platform.org
• European Photovoltaic
Technology and Innovation
Platform
www.eupvplatform.org

EDUCATION AND TRAINING
EUREC has been successfully coordinating the European
Master in Renewable Energy (www.master.eurec.be)
since 2002. Nine European universities from seven
countries are currently involved in it.

Since 2015, a new Master Track in Sustainable Energy
System Management (www.sesym.eurec.be) has been
running.

EUROPEAN TECHNOLOGY
& INNOVATION PLATFORM

• SOPHIA
(PV research infrastructures)
www.sophia-ri.eu

SESyM was developed by three EUREC members,
with the support of EUREC, and focuses on the multidisciplinary aspects of energy systems. It provides
management and communication skills, as well as the
necessary technical knowledge to tackle the challenge
of the energy system transition.

• Demonstration plant for the
cultivation and production of
micro-algae (InteSusAl)
www.intesusal-algae.eu
• Integration of renewable
energies into the
transmission grid (GridTech)
www.gridtech.eu

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

• Competitive Solar Power
Towers (CAPTure)
www.capture-solar-energy.eu

EUREC also supports its members in international cooperation projects such as:

EUREC is also supporting its members in developing
project proposals. In 2015, together with the member
organisations CIRCE and Hanze UAS, EUREC carried-out
the Knowledge Centre for Renewable Energy Jobs
(KnowRES), an online platform which provides job intelligence to industry, candidates and academic and training
institutions, while performing an analysis of the skills
needed by the industry to ensure
that the provided education and
training courses are tailor-made
to the sectors’ needs.
www.knowres-jobs.eu

• ICARE (EU-China Institute for
Clean and Renewable Energy)
www.ce-icare.eu
• ETRERA2020 (Empowering
Trans-Mediterranean Renewable
Energy Research Alliance for
European 2020 challenges)
www.etrera2020.eu
• EUROSUNMED
(Euro-Mediterranean Cooperation
on Research and Training in
sun-based Renewable Energies)
www.eurosunmed.eu

For more information
on EUREC’s activities, contact the
EUREC secretariat: info@eurec.be
www.eurec.be

